RISKY BUSINESS
at
THE WOODEN HORSE FOLK CLUB – 22 OCTOBER 2017

“The Riskies” as they are more popularly known, were better than anyone could remember when they played to the Wooden Horse Folk Club Audience this week. 

Their programme was a sublime mix of old favourites and new songs and where better to start than with the fulsome sound of handmade instruments, subtle harmonies in support of Ruth’s lovely voice and HARBOUR IN THE STORM written for the group by Dave Walmisley. 

If we thought that this was the beginning of a trip down memory lane,  the up to date CITY GIRL by Liz Simcock followed by MYSTIC LIPSTICK, the song of the singing horseman from Jimmy McCarthy, soon put us straight and VAGABOND RULES, a new song from Dave Walmisley, further convinced us we were looking into the future with this Band. 

Even the traditional WAYFARING STRANGER, with Ken playing the Banjo, had an air of modernity, if Ed Shearan can do it why can’t the Riskies and the writing of Virginia Kettle soon had Ruth dancing on a cold kitchen floor in a dress of EMERALD GREEN. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]This left them eager to GAIN THE UPPER HAND, another song from Dave Walmisley, before returning to the legendary Jimmy McCarthy for one BRIGHT BLUE ROSE and all the joys of youth and summer in SUMMERFLY from Cheryl Wheeler, so it was no wonder that they turned to ROSEMARY'S GARDEN which lived on in Dave Walmisley’s next song in tribute to his mother when they lived in Africa.   I guess it was a jungle out there so the BARE NECESSITIES from Terry Gilkyson readily came to mind and certainly was good fun. 

As the evening was coming to a climax the poignant story of MAGDALEN McGILLIVRAY by Laura Smith was given the full harmonies and instrumental brilliance, as was the traditional SHADY GROVE, again played by Ken on Banjo and Dave on guitar,  before the encore demanded was satisfied by the beautiful TALK TO ME OF MENDOCINO from Kate & Anna McGarrigle.
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